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ABSTRACT
Apartheid planning approaches have significantly contributed to the lower quality of dwelling of marginalized groups
and the continued betterment of dwellings of privileged minorities, on the other hand. This paper aims to critically
review the socio – spatial manifestations of segregatory design approaches towards finding inclusive approaches
that can benefit contemporary South African urban communities. The qualitative methodology compromises of a
literature review, and precedent studies of key precincts in the Durban are and CBD in order to critically analyse these
various implementations in their attempts to address historical disadvantages to reconnect identity and dwelling.
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1.

INTRODUCTION AND CONTEXT OF THE
PROBLEM

Figure 1.2: Diagram Illustrating Various Layers of Identity
Associated with People

Apartheid planning along with the modern movement resulted
in large fragmented and inward-focused neighbourhoods that
gave very little thought into the arrangement of places of dwelling
indicative of being and culture, as can be seen in Figure 1.1.
which indicates the outgoing influence the nature of a home
has on an individual. Dwellings that previously contributed
to a meaningful quality of life were now reduced to mere
demonstrations of power and control. This segregation and
isolation of marginalized people resulted in a non-humanistic
approach to housing these groups. (Goodlad, 1996).
Figure 1.1: Diagram Illustrating Dwelling’s Influence on
Man and Place

The Post - Apartheid era sees Modernist planning attempts to
reverse the effects of apartheid through various implementations
of social change. (Maylam, 1995) Along with the results of
Apartheid, rapid modernization has shown to have altered the
meaning behind dwelling and its influence on identity, reducing
it to a meager physical manifestation of status rather than
an indication of being and place, as illustrated in Figure 1.2,
reaffirming the identities which link together to create culture
and home. Research emphasizes the effects of intangible
qualities on the creation of place and Norberg-Schulz’s ideas
of identity. (Krause, 1991) By critiquing examples of attempts
to create inclusivity through Social Housing and the Modernist
approach to achieve this humanistic placemaking, an analysis
can be made questioning the effectiveness of Modern Planning.
(Owen, 1989)
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Pre-Apartheid saw the growth of a multi – faceted architectural
identity emerging across South Africa. Traditional African and
Colonial architecture grew alongside one another until the
Group Areas Act of 1950 which segregated and established
areas for certain races to live and work. This forced removal
created an upheaval of cultural expression as the sole means
of identity of the people became the Township. (Lee, 2005)
This housing crisis created a precedent for the segregation and
neglect of an isolated people. Forced to live in dense areas
with little to no services, the identity and cultural expression
of the Black majority was stifled as a means of control. This
has continued till Modern times where we see the continued
lack of infrastructure and support for the housing of these
marginalized groups. Modern planning sees the continued
effort to segregate and control encouraged. (Levenson, 2017)
Many theories have been proposed and researched to explain
what motivates this change in planning and critique their
effectiveness in designing humanistically. This literature review
will develop a critical understanding of the topic at hand by
posing one primary question: Why has the home become less
about being and identity and more an indication of status? Three
follow-up sub-questions: How does a home equate to identity,
being, and culture? How has race relations and status affected
the nature of the dwelling after Apartheid? How has Modernist
Planning proved to either worsen or better existing inequality?
These inquiries aid in further understanding the meaning of
being and identity and the home’s role in symbolizing culture. A
more personal and introspective lens analyzes the role of racial
relations and status play in the identity in Durban from before
Apartheid to current times. Although the literature presents
these themes in various contexts, this paper will focus on
their application to the South African dwelling pre- and postApartheid to see whether or not, adequate interventions can be
implemented to better the quality of housing and its influence
on the people. (Pillay, 2015)
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2.

DWELLING, CULTURE, AND IDENTITY IN
CREATING A SENSE OF MEANING AND
BELONGING

Figure 2.2: Diagram Illustrating Relationship Between
People and Dwelling

Through building, a dwelling becomes a place that an individual
can claim as their own. (Heidegger & Hofstadter, 1971) Beyond
a practical, elemental, or even aesthetic level, Figure 2.1
reveals how building realizes a means for being. This built form,
when it transitions into a dwelling, indicates how people exist
and what people are. (Fynsk, 1982) Dwelling is the first start of
semipermanence in living arrangements. However, a dwelling
transition into a home when this temporary shelter becomes a
permanent means of identity and living. (Shidfar, 2013)
Looking at the home on a macroscale, the homogeneous
transformation of the city and suburbs has undergone is evident.
The makeup and organization of current neighbourhoods
indicate an external influence. There is a cultural and
architectural monotony found through placeless adjacency.
The compartmentalization of racial classes over fifty years ago
has compromised the identity of ethnically diverse groups.
Figure 2.1: Diagram Illustrating the Connection Between
Culture and Architecture

Architecture becomes the crystallization of the culture of a
community over time. Culture embeds itself in a person’s
way of life. Evident is how cultural indices of society form the
architectural body, and in fact, people living with the national
culture could produce architecture with identity. (Ettehad et al.,
2014)
Norberg Schulz (Krause, 1991) understood the implications
being and dwelling had on the architectural world, as can be
seen in Figure 2.2. He stated that there is a difference between a
dwelling and a home. To dwell implies establishing a meaningful
relationship between man and a given environment –a sense
of belonging to a place, a connection to the cosmos, be it in the
natural, urban, public, or private setting. His understanding of
the phenomenological trilogy in architecture, which is made up
of genius loci, the concept of dwelling and existence, space,
and architecture reveal this connection.

Norberg-Schulz questions what it means to have a home or be
bound emotionally to a meaningful place. He states that this
emotional connection to a place gives life meaning. Place is
made of ground, sky, and optic array becomes an essential
feature of the human being. This dwelling needs something
from both place and people in order to act as a means of
identification. This exhibits the direct conditioning human
identity has on place identity, as shown in Figure 2.3. (Krause,
1991)
Figure 2.3: Diagram Illustrating Cultural Adjacency

While culture depends on thoughts as well as feelings, research
indicates how cultural significance proves to be based on
context rather than solely inherent qualities of the phenomena
itself. (White, 1959) However, despite these understandings,
evident in society is a hierarchical differentiation between
cultures and races, as can be seen in Figure 2.4. (Jaeger &
Selznick, 1964)

27

Journal of Inclusive cities and Built environment. Vol. 1 No.1, Pg 25-37.

Figure 2.4: Diagram Illustrating the Gradual Breakdown of
the Importance of Identity

Within the South African context, as a result of this racial
segregation and income inequalities, little change has occurred
in reshaping the South African urban identity crisis. Little effort
has been made to redress the fragmented and segregated city.
Due to the lack of support for inclusive social housing, there
remains architectural stigmatization stemming from historical
separation, as can be seen in Figure 2.5.
Figure 2.5: Diagram Illustrating Historic Racial Separation

A lack of legislative and institutional support for inclusionary
housing has ensured the general public, meaning middle-class
individuals, will remain isolated rather than integrating with
mixed-income individuals to create inclusivity and community.
Inclusionary housing needs to be an attempt to address the
divide in the locality of housing, for all to be able to call a
place their home where they stand. While it has limitations
in promoting spatial restructuring and marginalization, it has
potential and value in the way it can contribute in small and
symbolic ways to a more inclusive city, as can be seen in
Figure 2.6. (Klug et al., 2013)
Figure 2.6: Diagram Illustrating the Conceptual Manner To
link Cities
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Race has always been one source of identification. (Vahed
& Desai, 2012) Families provide a social context in which
a person can develop a sense of self, values, beliefs, and
start to identify who they are within society. The socialization
process allows for the transmitting of norms and values and
the interweaving of being into our identity and place. To some,
race has little to no impact on who they are, with many viewing
the past as nothing imposing; therefore, the understanding of
origins and tradition lacks the sentimentality and influence they
once had—this choice made for identity thereafter impacting
both the framework of the urban environment and the form.
When forced into boxes separated from each other, as can be
seen in Figure 2.7, there is a preservation of inequality through
this categorization, from which the individual and family cannot
stop from impacting dwelling. (Pillay, 2015)
Figure 2.7: Diagram Illustrating the Changes in Cultural
Integration

3.

PROGRESSIVE AND REGRESSIVE
MODELS OF URBAN DWELLING

3.1

HOW HAVE MARGINALIZED GROUPS
BEEN AFFECTED, AND HOW HAVE THEY
RESPONDED?

Blacks, Indians, and Coloureds were all forcefully removed
from their places of dwelling and moved to townships with
the implementation of the Group Areas Act in the 1950s; this
resulted in many negative outcomes in the lives of each group
of people (Southworth, 1991), as can be seen in Figure 3.1.1.
The creation of these areas and preservation of them indicate
man’s understanding or lack thereof of the noninterchangeable,
ethnically diverse groups, each of which has its own identity
which needs to grow outside of a fragmented constellation of
ethnic types and races arranged territorially. (Mills, 1989).
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Figure 3.1.1: Diagram Illustrating Separation of Space
Racially

Architects of today are guilty of focusing on solutions that do not
serve the people, struggling to prioritize people over politics.
Despite 25 years passing since the apartheid era ended, you
can still identify which neighbourhood a person is from based
on their skin colour. The 40-40-40 principle explains this
phenomenon. Firstly, locating housing schemes at least 40km
away from economic hubs, disconnects people from social and
economic opportunities. Secondly, by diverting 40% of income
to transportation, economic progression is limited. (Mills, 1989)
Lastly, the provision of 40sqm housing units create particularly
crowded conditions, disturbing the personal well-being of
inhabitants. Township layouts have frequently disconnected
people from opportunities in all possible ways. (Mthiyane,
2019).

3.2
Figure 3.1.2: Diagram Illustrating the Resilience of
Marginalized Groups to Oppressive Pressure

A CRITIQUE OF RDP HOUSING

In 1994, the South African government implemented RDP
housing - Reconstruction and Development Programme - which
aimed to create better and healthier living conditions for the
previously disadvantaged. However, architects and planners
this attempt to resolve the issue of segregation is without the
necessary research or thought. These informal developments
are usually neglected in terms of well-being, and adequate
living conditions are not made top priority, compared to the
importance of land use and the economy.
This new typology of housing captured South Africans’
aspirations for social change, inclusive cities, dignified life, and
employment opportunities. To this day, RDP housing remains
a prominent term, referencing the connection between housing
and social change with little real impact. (Laubscher, 2020).

Poverty, poor sanitation, ill health, lack of opportunities,
substance abuse, and sub-par education are just a few of the
many adverse outcomes which have befallen the marginalized
groups of South Africa. Despite their marginalization and
neglect, many individuals and groups of individuals have
overcome such adverse conditions to create well connected and
overlapping resilient communities in their assigned townships
and in and around the city of Durban, as can be seen in Figure
3.1.2. There are certain elements present in townships that
strengthen their sense of place and identity, with locally owned
and run precincts that have an array of functions. A traditional
beerhouse may be located in a residence, a communal building
may house a traditional craft market, a campsite may double
as a traditional food store, and another dwelling turned into the
place of business for a traditional healer. (Axness, 2014) These
elements also permeated their places of dwelling, creating
internal and external spaces full of their identity and spirit. The
sense of belonging was strengthened by decorative, religious,
and sentimental objects placed around the home. The sense
of place is further enhanced by the exterior with neighbours
being in close view and contact, creating a strong sense of
community and place.

Racially segregated apartheid planning continues today due
to there never having been a significant readdressing od
RDP Housing or a new planning approach. Planners of lowcost housing focus on the bottom line, production efficiency,
approvals, political struggles, government sponsors,
international trends and the culture of the prevailing industry,
however the voice of the people in question rank relatively low.
This lack of imagination is further supported by unsatisfactory
funding. Interventions in the built form through the provision
of physical infrastructure have been proposed as a strategy
to improve economic, social, and health outcomes. However,
the people’s aspirations for a new life fell short, as the RDP
models did not do much to reverse the effects of the past.
(Huchzermeyer, 2001).
RDP models proved to be an inadequate answer to South
Africa’s housing crisis. Despite multiple differences, the poor
social conditions existing in informal settlements is evidently
unanimous. (Moolla et al., 2011) A closer look at the layout
of the dwellings revealed that not only did dwellings share
common elements such as roof coverings and walls; they also
share common outdoor spaces creating busy and vibrant social
occurrences. (Ojo-Aromokudu, 2019).
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Figure 3.2.1: Aerial Photograph of Dense Layouts Within
RDP Settlements (Cupido, K., 2020, Covid-19 -good
architecture is a human right, SACAP April/June,
Edition 4)

places and social connections between the places. Figure
3.3.1 below illustrates the difference in layout densities and
overlaps between the two typologies showing an evident lack
of walkability. (Hodge, 1963)
Figure 3.3.1: Sketch Comparison of Control to The
Organic Growth of Urban Environments

Figure 3.2.1 above illustrates the lack of social and physical
boundaries within these settlements. Planners attempted to
create homes for inhabitants without doing extensive research
on the inhabitants and their connection to their culture, resulting
in a failed effort and an insensitive design.
Architects need to somewhat forget the work learned and
take a human-centered approach, immersing themselves in
the context and culture of the people by listening to the raw
creativity and wisdom, enabling designs that are culturally
contextual and sustainable. If people are continually involved
in the design process, they will love the outcome, and if they
enjoy their new homes, they will last much longer and will
genuinely be a ‘sustainable’ social structural framework. Figure
3.2.2 below defines this relationship involved in humanistic
approaches in order to design in a responsive manner. (Corder,
1997)
Figure 3.2.2: Sketches Illustrating Relationship forging a
Humanistic design Approach

3.3

A CRITIQUE OF NEW URBAN HOUSING:
UMHLANGA NEWTOWN

Umhlanga can be classified as an affluent residential suburb
of a low density residential population. The residential area
was developed and demarcated as a white planning area and
has experienced rapid densification throughout the years. By
critically analyzing the new housing developments which have
sprung up in this area, one witnesses a spread of characterless
dwelling environments. These dwelling spaces rely heavily
on vehicular transportation routes to achieve a sense of
connection and transportation. Although these wealthy
spaces may seem aesthetically pleasing, they lack a sense
of place and identity. Homes have no defining characteristics
separating themselves from each other, portraying no sense of
culture or differentiation. The layout has been extraordinarily
controlled and over-planned to the detriment of meaningful
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Inflexible layouts highly contrast lower-income areas or
informal settlements. These organic settlements have been
unpredictable and flexible from the onset allowing them to
grow as the people using them do. (Tipple, 1994) A case study
of Manhattan Mews, an affordable housing development ,
varying in size between 37sqm to 55sqm, aimed to expand the
affordable housing footprint within the Umhlanga New Town
center ,and till this day remains the cheapest in comparison.
The concept of increasing the economic and racial diversity
soon failed, (Day, 2003) as it had been recorded that property
investors and owners had begun to resell or rent out their
apartments to more affluent buyers and did no longer cater
for the lower income person. The ‘live, work and play’ concept
was appealed to young buyers that wanted to invest in property
with low maintenance responsibility and economic opportunity,
creating a hub that allowed for little social integration with
mainly economic gains,segregation and exclusivity. Fortified by
security gates, fences and walls , as well as public amenities
such as private swimming pools, internet access and motor
vehicles ,succeed in keeping residents lives isolated from each
other within the neighbourhood. (Barger, 2016)

3.4

HOW CAN PEDESTRIANIZING THE DURBAN
CBD (GREY STREET AND WARWICK)
RETURN ITS VITALITY?

Racial segregation pervaded the town of Durban during its
formative years, through the implementation of the Wholesale
and Retail Dealers Licensing Act of 1897. This act resulted
in the splitting of Durban into two parts, the “White CBD”
and the “Black CBD.” The resilience mentioned earlier of the
marginalized races spread through the traditional “Black CBD”
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(located in the Warwick Junction Precinct) by means of gradual
placemaking and reclamation by the inhabitants, entrepreneurs
and the general public of this community. A sense of place was
achieved through the juxtaposition of a large combination of
uses, differing cultures and evolving needs into a diverse group
of spaces, as can be seen in Figure 3.4.1. (Badsha, n.d.)
Figure 3.4.1: Diagram Illustrating the juxtaposition of
Mixed Uses

onto a wide covered pavement, allowing trade to spill out onto
the pavement as can be seen in Figure 3.4.4. The buildings are
positioned in such a way that “in between” spaces are formed,
thus providing an opportunity for informal trade to occur in
these spaces as seen in Figure 3.4.3. The adaptive reuse of
space allows the Warwick Junction Precinct and Grey Street
area to maintain a strong sense of place and identity, displaying
its strength as a hub for social/ economic, formal/informal
activities to occur daily. Its arrangement features elements of a
vibrant, complex, resilient, humanistic urban space that is likely
to stand the test of time. (Brookfield & Tatham, 1957).
Figure 3.4.3: Section Illustrating Informal Trade
Happening Spilling on In-between Space in Grey Street

Figure 3.4.2: Diagram Illustrating Different Groups with
Different Identities

The construction of the footbridges in 1996 brought change to
the socioeconomic and socio-spatial makeup of the Warwick
area. The aforementioned “traditional healers” and craftspeople
of the township found their way to the city and saw it as a new
place for their economic exchange to occur (Kitchin & Oven,
2008, pp 26). The large combination of uses present in this
dense area results in a space with a clear, palpable sense of
place, as can be seen in Figure 3.4.2. The Grey Street area is
another place that demonstrates a strong sense of resilience,
with its “Durban Indian Art Deco” charm. (Luckan, 2020) A
historically “Indian” part of Durban, the Grey Street market
contrasts with the Durban CBD (‘white’ CBD), boasting an
urban form of low-rise mixed-use buildings. This configuration
comprises of two- storey buildings with retail on the ground
level and residential on the upper floor. The retail space opens

Figure 3.4.4: Section Illustrating Two Storey Unit with
Ground Level Retail and Trade Out onto Covered
Pavement (Luckan, 2016)

In the Warwick Junction precinct, one witnesses pavements
and open spaces reused as work and trade spaces creating
a vibrant public realm, celebrating pedestrian mobility and
access. Very little planning was involved in this dynamic area;
however, the development was heavily impaired by apartheid
policies. The precinct is an example of responsive urban
development, continually adapting to time, moulded by the
people moving through. Unplanned developments have grown
organically to create a sense of place and connection among
31
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the people. (Luckan, 2016, pp. 62) The spatial composition of
the Warwick Junction and Grey Street area instills in residences
a sense of pride in their place of dwelling, and create a tight-knit
community which improves safety through passive surveillance
of shared spaces.
On the contrary, to a new visitor, the Durban CBD seems like
chaos, with the quick pace of pedestrians going about their
daily business, the deafening honk of the multitude of minibus
taxis competing for customers, and the many sights and smells
present in any lively city as seen in Figure 3.4.5 (Møller, 2001,
pp. 228). This concentration of fast-paced activity results in the
current state of placelessness that is Durban CBD, proposed
in this paragraph is a pedestrianized urban centre, offering
solutions based on the ideas of New Urbanism and using
Barcelona’s superblocks as a precedent study. (Ellis, 2002)
The public amenities found in Durban CBD are what is referred
to as the “Pedestrian Shed” (Steutevile, et al., 2018, pp. 11).
Figure 3.4.5: Section Illustrating Intense Activity in
Durban CBD

Figure 3.4.6: Diagram Illustrating Pedestrian with Multiple
Public Transport Options in “TOD”

Superblocks are neighbourhoods of nine blocks, with traffic
being restricted to major roads around the outside, opening up
entire groups of streets to pedestrians and cyclists.
They are designed to create more open and walkable spaces
for people to meet, talk, and do activities. (Møller, 2001)
This definition encapsulates the overarching goal of the
superblock model as applied in the city of Barcelona.
(Duchéne, 2019) It is a model that could be applied to a South
African context, with just a few adjustments to be tailored to
the cultures, traditions, and habits of “Durbanites.” Public
space used to provide for motor vehicles in major cities can be
reclaimed for recreational (e.g., physical activity performance)
and community activities, which would add aesthetic appeal,
and could provide urban resilience by extending the home into
the public realm. (Southworth, 2003) Now one can reclaim
public space as a means of identity and culture which was once
dominated by rigid and modern planning. (Mueller et al., 2020,
pp. 2).

“TOD” or Transit Oriented Development is the idea of
developing the area around a node of different forms of public
transport. The Durban CBD only has access to bus and taxis
as modes of public transport with the train system not moving
through the CBD but travels along the fringes of the city, this
results in poorly positioned train stations. The entire train
system of Durban needs to be reimagined to provide a more
affordable, efficient, and practical alternative to the traditional
buses, taxis, and flawed railway system as shown in Figure
3.4.6, highlighting the need for walkability in order to create
place and identity.

Figure 4.4.7: Diagram Illustrating Multiple Cultures and
Identities Influencing Space

The superblock model is appropriate as it advocates for
retrofitting existing cities and neighbourhoods and can be
adapted and tailored to Durban’s grid. (Lopez et al., 2020)
Pedestrianizing the Durban CBD has the potential not to
only return its vibrancy, but also give residents of the area a
stronger connection and influence on their immediate context.
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It would allow residents to put their own personal stamp on the
city, through the decoration, cuisine, arts and crafts, musical,
cultural and social practices which occur within their respective
places of dwelling. These activities will spill out onto and have
an effect on the CBD (Iranmanesh, 2008).

4.

Figure 4.2: A Semi- Lattice Structure

THEORETICAL/ CONCEPTUAL
PROPOSITIONS AND CRITIQUE OF
IMPLEMENTATION

Can a city that is a tree develop into a semilattice?
Biological metaphors are frequently used to describe the city
and its constituent parts; the city- the body, houses- living cells,
parks-green lungs, highways- arteries, and the CBD as the
city’s heart. (Zucchi, 2016) When these parts of the city are
combined in a hierarchical manner, where sets of elements are
configured in ascending order from smallest to most extensive,
the resulting structure is an isolated “tree,” as shown in Figure
4.1. However, when they are combined with a degree of overlap
and complexity, a “semi- lattice” emerges, as seen in Figure
4.2. Through architectural and spatial intervention, the city can
transform into a well-integrated and connected semi- lattice.
Durban currently falls under the “tree” category, as it displays
the characteristics mentioned above in the combination of its
parts which do not interact with each other. (Vanderbeek &
Irazabal, 2007) The separation of uses, zoning, predetermined
uses of public space, arteries that cut off the physical
connection of important spaces (Warwick Junction Precinct)
allow for no collaboration and therefore no interconnectivity.
(Herbert, 2003).

The decentralization of space, and an emphasis on social
connections, the creation of multiple activity nodes, allowance
for the gradual growth of a city according to the change of
needs, as can be seen in Figure 4.3. This reduces the spatial
bias experienced as the socioeconomic interactions that cause
the overlaps in a city, additionally allow for being centered
place to be the created. (Kelbaugh, 2015)
Figure 4.3: Diagram Illustrating the Creation of Activity
Nodes

Figure 4.1: A Tree Structure

The irony of Durban is in its duality - the “Black” CBD can be
described as a semi- lattice structure, with its mix of uses and
multiple overlaps, whereas the “White” Umhlanga New Town
CBD is a tree structure with its over-designed arrangement and
zoning of uses and its lack of identity. (Davies, 1981) It is a
tree because it is ‘complete’ in its artificial design. A real city is,
contrastingly, never complete but a constant work in progress.
The principles of Alexander can be applied in numerous ways
to transform the Umhlanga CBD into a semilattice structure.
Bettencourt’s quote summarizes the approach that would need
to be taken to the growth of Durban, “Most developing cities
have vast slum neighbourhoods, which must develop in ways
that respect and develop existing socioeconomic networks
without creating zones of exclusion or ghettos typical of many
‘solutions’ of the past’ (Bettencourt, 2016, pp. 55) as seen in
Figures 4.4 and 4.5.

33

Journal of Inclusive cities and Built environment. Vol. 1 No.1, Pg 25-37.

Figure 4.4: Diagram Illustrating Gradual Growth of a City

Figure 4.5: Diagram Illustrating the Creation of Inclusive
Spaces

project. Through open spaces and intersecting pedestrian
pathways, the clusters were connected to the spine for ease of
access to all services. Utilizing multiple arrangements, Doshi
aimed to cater for various family arrangements, emphasizing
a sense of community and neighbourhood while striving to
encourage adaptation and personalization according to an
individual’s needs and capabilities. (Gangwar, 2017) RDP
Housing can be likened to how Aranya combined its social
aspect with its private aspect. Both developments took
advantage of density and communal spaces to create multiple
interaction zones, allowing community and culture to develop.
This is a clear example of how Modern principles can use
vernacular architecture and readapt it to suit the needs of
people and their need for a sense of belonging and dwelling
identity. (Nomico, 2003)
Both projects moved beyond an aesthetic approach and used
architecture as a means to transform marginalized groups
socially. A humanistic approach, when carried through, creates
inclusivity and allows for a balance of organic and planned.
While the community is vital in Aranya, RDP Housing’s lack of
open spaces suitable for civic activity ensures a limit to a crucial
opportunity to connect people. There lacks in RDP Housing
as well as the Umhlangha Newton precinct, a humanistic
approach that considers the cooperative communities’ input on
their communities and context, found in Aranya and Barcelona.
(Langra, 2009)

5.

Contrastingly. while the “White” CBD may not be a slum in the
traditional and obvious sense, it is with regards to its identity
and means of inclusivity. (Alexander, 1965) Despite a better
standard of living in the Umhlanga Newtown CBD, the research
shows no means of identity and place. (Guarda, & Guerreiro,
2016) The typical tree arrangement ensures that a certain
level of exclusivity will always be enforced within a community
with no opportunity for individuality and connecting with one
another. (Marshall, 2003) Contrastingly, while the historic Black
CBD remains dilapidated with no attempts to improve the
dwelling situation for its people, it proves to be a semilattice
enriched with identity and culture, stemming from a strong
sense of community rooted in heritage, tradition and an identity
the people have created for themselves. (Maharaj, 1999)
How has RDP Housing responded to existing examples of
a humanistic approach to Social Housing?
Aranya Township was designed along a central spine in
a business district By B.V Doshi. This project was aimed at
providing low-cost housing to India’s poor in a similar way that
RDP Housing aimed at providing affordable housing to South
Africa’s previously historically disadvantaged. Doshi used
a hierarchy of open spaces that included small communal
courtyards, larger green spaces for each settlement’s broader
community, and a central playing field to serve the entire housing
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CONCLUSION

Through a critical analysis of dwelling and the effects,
exclusivity has had on its ability to create place and identity,
Humanistic Place - Making aims to foster that sense of
community and identity that Modernist Planning failed to
implement Post - Apartheid. By creating neighbourhoods
with residents of different economic and ethnic backgrounds,
a more diverse and livable community caters to a broader
range of households and homes. The collaboration of culture,
context, and people shows the need to bring multiplicity
and heterogeneity into unity to be in harmony, creating an
identity for each group rather than imposing one. Instead of
community being socially repressive, it aims to show the
difference does not imply exclusion but rather the affirmation
of group differences. Research has indicated that groups can
live together without forming a single community, remaining
conscious of the differences within the city life scheme while
still maintaining individuality. Social differentiation, as evident in
Warwick Junction, without exclusion, emphasizes how multiple
and varied lifestyles and identities create neighbourhoods and
communities rather than a single shared vision, encountering
difference but affirming sameness. Neighbourhoods that value
diversity and address social and economic issues generate
strong foundations that allow these arrangments and its
diverse residents to thrive despite the influence of historic
planning and segregation. (Day, 2003) Modernist Planning can
make an earnest attempt to address the issues currently facing
marginalized neighbourhoods and their means of dwelling
rather than the constant improvement of traditionally privileged
neighbourhoods as seen in the Umhlangha Precinct. By
redirecting the efforts back to these historically disadvantaged
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zones, the home for these groups can now be reminiscent of
their rich identity rather than their status, being able to say that
their means of dwelling is equal despite economic standing
or historic background and is something that connects us all.
Efforts can be made to realize a self – sustaining, socially
conscious housing scheme. By taking a bottom – up approach
to the creation of the home in the 21st century, marginalized
groups can have a personal and truthful impact on the growth
of their identity and community. Housing schemes such as the
Aranya Housing Plan and the Elemental Housing Plan which
require a certain amount of community involvement, are on
the right oath to a successful and completely integrated home.
(Vale et al., 2014)
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